THE PREFACE,                                        XU1
tions may well have been adopted in that island, whence LYCURGUS, a century or two afterwards, may have imported them to Sparta.
There is certainly a strong resemblance, though obscured and faded by time, between our MENU with his divine Bull, whom he names as DHERMA himself, or the genius of abstract justice, and the MNEUES of Egypt with his companion or symbol, Apis; and, though we should be constantly on our guard against the delusion of etymological conjecture, yet we cannot but admit that MINOS and MNEUES, or Mneuis, have only Greek terminations, but that the crude noun is composed of the same radical letters both in Greek and in Sanscrit.
*  That APIS and MNJBUIS,  ' says the Analyst of ancient Mythology,   ' were both representations of some per-' sonage, appears from the testimony of LYCOPHRON and ' his scholiast, and that personage was the same, who ' in Crete was styled MINOS    and who was also repre-' sented under the emblem of the Minotaur; PIODORUS, ' who confines him to  Egypt,  speaks of him by the
*  title of the bull Mneuis, as the first lawgiver, and says, <* That he lived after the age of the gods and heroes, " when a change was made in the manner of life among " men; that he was a man of a most exalted soul, and " a great promoter of civil society, which he benefited
"by